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Wednesday, November 13, 2013 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ok everyone its time for class! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Hello! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Howdy! 
 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl  
Whew! Just made it!!  
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Its a classroom party! 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris 
Wow. All three today?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
We're very excited! 
 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So for today's Wildlife Center Classroom Series, we're going to do a recap of this past weekend's event: the Call of the Wild 

Conference! 
 
Comment From Guest 
Ohhh-this is going to be a great class today--I just know it!!  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It was a great event. I learned so much! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Is anyone here who attended the conference? 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Me! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I know we had one or two Critter Nation people in attendence...Amanda, you don't count! 
 

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY  
Sorry, no, but wish I was  

 
Comment From VA Kris 
Only in spirit  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Well thankfully you have us to fill you in! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You guys actually attended more classes than I did ... I really didn't get to sit in on much! But, we had a fabulous crowd 
(record 170 people ... more than 200 with staff and speakers and students!) ... and fabulous speakers. 

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY 
That is fantastic!!  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They really were fantastic! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Those 170+ people represented many different groups... wildlife rehabilitators...veterinarians and vet 
techs...students...professors...animal control officers...and lots of "newbies" to the field of wildlife rehabilitation. 

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

So, lets have it! Recap!  
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ok! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Sounds good to me! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, the conference was two days long. The first day (Saturday) had 8 classes.... 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Each were an hour and half long 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There were four sessions, each had two class choices. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So choice A in the first session was Small Mammal Rehabilitation- Keeping it Wild! 
 

 
Comment From Jakermo 
decisions, decisions.  
 

Comment From katiesmom  
So that the classes covered something for everyone  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Who remembers the Black Bear Solar Institute? 
 

 
Comment From katiesmom  
ME ME ME!!!  

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl 
I do!!  

 
Comment From Jakermo 
We do.  
 

Comment From VA Kris 
I do!  

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ 

Me too!  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Good! If you don't remember them, they have been periodically sponsoring the Critter Cam in the name of our Black Bear 
cubs! 

 
 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Lisa Stewart  
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, Lisa Stewart is SO nice. All of the Black Bear Solar Institute people are ... I think they might be the nicest people on the 
planet. 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Agreed! Lisa Stewart is the VP of BBSI. And she lead the talk on Small mammal rehabilitation. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Lisa is a very experienced rehabilitator...she has worked with many different mammals, ranging from flying squirrels to 
black bears. 

 
Comment From Jakermo 
That is a great range!!  
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The purpose of this class was a discussion on some of the challenges rehabilitators face when working with small mammals. 
Lisa allowed people to ask questions, and tell stories, about their rehabilitation efforts. 

 
Comment From CarolinaGirl 
So, what did she talk about?  
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She talked about how difficult rehabilitation can be....it can be very taxing emotionally and financially....it can be a drain on 
time and resources. But each rehabilitator does it because they feel a responsibility to these animals. And they do such 

wonderful work. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The class ending up serving as an opportunity to both seasoned and new rehabilitators to discuss problems and solutions, 
and to develop a support network. 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It was great. And Lisa told a story that made half the room cry. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... Lisa did kind of a different style of class -- less "how to" and more conversational -- trading ideas. I think she 
got the audience participating -- so kind of a fun way to kick things off! 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Crying is good. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It is. Very cathartic. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So, Chapin...while I was soaking up wisdom in Lisa's class, what were you up to? 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Funny you say soaking it up. I was in the What’s on This Bird and How Do I Get It Off led by Dr. Erica Miller 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Dr. Erica Miller!!!!!! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Rockstar!! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm not sure that everyone here has a sense of how big of a name Dr. Miller is. She is just SO well known in this field ... and 
is amazing ... and am I honored she came to the conference. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
(and she said good things about the conference too!!!!!!!!!!!) 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It really was fantastic. This presentation focused on the more common contaminants that get on birds-like motor oil, 
cooking oil, sticky traps, tar, and paint, how they affect the feathers, and how to figure out the best way to treat the bird. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I could listen to her tell all of her stories about her work with oil spills for hours. 
 

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY 
Is Dr Miller from the VA area?  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
No, she is in NJ -- she just retired from Tri-State Bird Research in DE. She had been there for a great many years. 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So some of the things that I thought were amazing is that before you ever wash the bird, you should have the bird 
stabilized. You can go as long as three months without washing. 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC 
3 Months?!! Wow!  
 

Comment From katiesmom 
REALLY???? That seems like a long time  
 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

3 months? seems like a long time  
 

Comment From Lois - Bath, NY 
I always thought the quicker you got it off the bird, the better it was  

 
Comment From Jakermo 
Wow. And that is the opposite of what most people do.  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
If the bird is not stable, washing can stress the bird out and worsen its condition 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Washing is stressful for the bird and you want to minimize stress, so if you can just do it once, that is best. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She stressed the importance of taking test feathers to not only allow you to find the best concentration of soap and water 
to wash the bird (the lower the better because you have to wash that off too) but also for detective work! 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She gave an example of when about 100 loons that came in covered in oil and there was no sign of a spill. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Whenever oil is transported, a sample is taken by the US Coast Guard to get the exact chemistry and have the route, 
company, and ship on file. 

 
Comment From katiesmom 
OK - tell us more Chapin - this is detective work  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They were able to match the oil with the one that was in their data base and intercepted the ship. Apparently they thought 
no one would find out that they cleared their bilge tanks in a remote area of the Atlantic offshore. But because they had 

the test feathers, they were able to press charges. 
 

Comment From Lois - Bath, NY 
That's a great idea in case of a spill  
 

Comment From CarolinaGirl 
Ah Ha.... got them!!  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
My last little fact was that they use all sorts of non scented dish soap, Dawn, Ivory Liquid, Palm Olive and it can take up to 
300 gallons of water to fully clean a bird! 

 
Comment From Linda in Suffolk, VA 
And Dr. Miller made a great point about ensuring the bird's ears are cleaned too, otherwise when you go back to the already-bathed 
bird later, a whole bunch of gunk may have come out the ears and down the sides, resulting in the bird needing another bath (more 
stress, which is bad).  
 

Comment From Janeinstpetefl  
Wow, is that ever cool! What idiots to pollute like that.  
 

Comment From Melinda in NC  
oh wow! That's really neat, the way they could trace that.  
 

Comment From Melinda in NC 
Ears...I wouldn't have thought of that.  

 
Comment From Kathryn in MI 
Wouldn't you risk the bird trying to preen it off and swallowing it?  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Well the bird most likely going to be monitored, but while the bird is stabilizing, if there is oil in the mouth, they are going 
to clean it out 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... fantastic class. Folks had nothing but wonderful things to say about Dr. Miller. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So that was the first session! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Break time, time to shop for a carrion bag! :) 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
(of which we sold a lot!) 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Then what? 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Session two! Option A was "What's the Skinny on Skinny?" 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooooh, by our very own Dr. Rich! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Dr. Rich is so clever. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Who is skinny. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And tall. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Dr. Rich Sim is the veterinary fellow at the Center. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
His talk focused on emaciation is patients. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Rehabilitators and veterinarians have to take special considerations for emaciated patients to ensure they have enough 
nutrition to heal, but you can't overload them with right away, either. It can be very difficult to manage a skinny patient. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Dr. Rich explained how we can tell a patient is skinny, which is sort of the first step. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
One of the things he talked about is the "keel test" 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
...feeling along the bird’s keel bone to determine body condition. You can use the scale of 1-5 or 1-9 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That's for the raptor patients. Body condition scoring is important for all patients...and typically the scale is 1-5 or 1-9. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There was some math, which makes my head hurt…but based on some of the notes the students took on the class, they 
now have some important formulas to reference when calculating the necessary calories for patients. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says: great reviews of this class! Some folks were a little overwhelmed because Dr. Rich gave so much good info -- 
but the folks who have been rehabbing and see this types of patients were THRILLED. It was definitely an upper level class -

- which is just what I wanted for our experienced crowd. 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes...the seasoned rehabbers were taking so many notes. I never saw hands move that quickly before! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Also, "Very in depth and helpful to understanding principles of hydration. Rich is awesome." 
 

 
Comment From Janeinstpetefl  
Keel test is what you do to Buddy, right?  
 

Comment From guest 
Keel is the leg?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Keel is the bone on the chest of the bird...yes, I feel along Buddy's keel (his chest) to see his BCS - body condition score. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And I've watched Drs. Rich and Kristin assess patients this way as well. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Direct quote: "probably the most informative in addition to the medication use event." 
 

 
Comment From katiesmom 
Good mix of experienced beginner and intermediate class it sound like  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! Chapin...while I was getting the skinny, what were you doing? 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I was at Option B! 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Option B was Effectively Handling the Public’s Wildlife Problems over the Phone. Many rehabilitators receive panicked calls 
from the public about orphaned, injured, or “nuisance” wildlife, and such calls can consume much time and emotional 

energy. So knowing how to handle the calls is important. 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Laura Simon from Humane Society of the United States talked about how it is important to maintain control of the phone 
call 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She was just lovely. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She flew in from CT! 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
During these calls it is crucial to ask enough questions to give yourself a clear picture of the situation. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
If it is possible, have them take a picture of the animal or situation and have them send it to you. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Smart idea right?!?! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Laura is quite good at getting the info she needs over the phone. Getting into the psychology of it all. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The class also covered some of the basics of what to tell people to do, like keep the animal warm, don’t feed them or give 
them anything to drink, and you can re-nest a fledgling because birds can’t smell. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... great class! Lots of 4's and 5's. People said it was very useful info. 
 

 
Comment From katiesmom 
Have to ask open ended questions rather than questions where you only get a yes or no?  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Exactly, get the whole story! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Seems like very practical information...helping people over the phone can be tough. I'm always so impressed by how Kate 
and Leighann talk to people. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They both went to that class :) 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So then we had session 3! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And I went to Gail Buhl's class called Training 101. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
OOooooooooh. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gail was VERY popular. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And I LOVED it. So fun. I love training, and Gail is pretty awesome. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I heard it was incredible! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Gail Buhl is a kind of a big deal – she has more than 25 years of experience working with raptors.She currently manages 32 
raptors at the Raptor Center at the University of Minnesota. 

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Training? who ? what? how?  
 
Comment From katiesmom 
And what was her class on and what did you learn??  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, her class was about using operant conditioning. And the techniques can be used on ANYONE, non-humans and 
humans! 

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

OH! That sounds like something great for you Raina  
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She talked mostly about training raptors, since she working with raptors. But she made it clear the techniques can be used 
with most animals...including human spouses! Which gave me lots of ideas. 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I am just so amazed at how she speaks about training too -- you can tell it is really like second nature to her. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Seriously. She did a little fake training session with a volunteer from the audience. Gail knew exactly how to react to each 
movement and action of the volunteer. 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
One of the most interesting things, and practical things, that Gail discussed was reinforcers – the things that motivate the 
trainee – such as food, attention, affection…depending on who you’re talking about. The trainee decides what is 

motivating. 
 
 
 
 

http://raptors.she/


Wildlife Center Classroom Series: Recap of the 2013 Call of the Wild Conference Page 11 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
For example, one raptor might find mice to be a good reinforcer, while another one will only work for fish. Gail used herself 
as an example...she would be willing to work for chocolate, because she loves chocolate. But she wouldn't move an inch for 

a bag of carrots. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
M&Ms! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She talked about the A B C's– antecedent (environment), Behavior, Consequences 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Your environment and surroundings play a big role in training. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And she stressed how important it is to know your individual animal, know their attention span, and keep it fun and 
engaging! 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... many people said she was one of their favorite speakers there this year. SO knowledgeable. 
 

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Ane me. Operant conditioning is good thing. I need to use if for Mr. Lydia 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
While I was practicing my operant conditioning techniques....Chapin was in option B! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Speaking of surroundings and environment... Raina you are just setting me up for these! 
 

 
Comment From katiesmom 
Ha Ha - and where were you Chapin?  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I was in the Wildlife Caging Solutions for the Backyard and Beyond class, which was led by Ben Montgomery from The 
Raptor Trust in NJ. 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ben! Ben is such a nice guy. Has never met a stranger, I think. :) 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I first met Ben at an NWRA conference ... and asked him to speak last year. And then again this year, since he was so 
popular! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
He is very friendly and puts everyone at ease 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ben showed the ins and outs of one method of constructing quality wildlife enclosures. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The first thing everyone should remember is that they need to put in the time and money into the enclosure they are 
building. It will save you money in the future to not cut corners. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
He also talked about the materials he uses like treated wood and the techniques he uses when constructing enclosures. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
We've gotten a lot of requests for this type of class -- but it's a hard one! A lot of rehab people don't know construction-y 
stuff ... but a lot of construction-y people don't really have an idea of what is needed in rehab. So this was a great fit! 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says, "I really needed some ideas -- and this was awesome!" 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I learned a lot. My building skills are zero. He gave us step by step instructions. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
But to summarize, first determine the shape of the enclosure. As long as you stick to building code, you can do any shape! 
Round flight pens are great! Birds love them and it has been proven to help build strength and ability during rehabilitation. 

 
Comment From Janeinstpetefl  
Dr. Dave would be good at that class.  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Next create your footprint, then set up the frame walls, followed by the top plate, and lastly the roof. When building, you 
should NEVER align joints, but instead stagger them for strength and stability. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
When setting up the frame walls, one wall must be solid to protect the animal from the weather and then the others can 
be open. If you are making flight pens for raptors, the slats should be no more than a ½ inch apart because any greater the 

bird can see through and will try to fly through. 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It’s also important to have a double door system for safety and raptor cages should have a secondary roof to prevent pests 
from grabbing birds. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Also it is a good idea to place asphalt paper to help protect the roof, and it can be layered and layered. Cheap but super 
effective! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Lastly always place netting tight over a cage to prevent birds from getting tangled, and place wire over the wood to prevent 
mammals from chewing. He really had though about everything! 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So that was the 3rd session that day 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And Session four! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The end of the day! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Dr. Erica Miller (again) along with Diane Nickerson (Director of the Mercer County Wildlife Center in New Jersey) talked 
about "How Ready is Ready?" 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ooooh, fun class. I sat through this at an NWRA conference before. I just wish Harriet Forrester (their partner in crime) 
could've come down too! 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Patient releases! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, that would have been amazing. But they did a great job! 
 

 
Comment From katiesmom 
Oh neat  

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
You can't go wrong with Erica Miller ... 
 

 
Comment From GN  
These Conference CliffNotes are great!  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Aren't you lucky! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
How Ready is Ready? discussed the steps to release. There are many factors that must be considered 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There are some general considerations: Is it a native or invasive species? Is it potentially carrying disease? Do we know 
where it came from? 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
If it was injured or sick, is it fully recovered? Does it have good physical conditioning? 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
What about the animals behavioral and psychological health? Any unnatural behaviors? 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There should be a final evaluation of each patient...looking at the overall condition, health, and attitude of the patient. 
 

 
Comment From Monica 
So what happens if it is an invasive species?  

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
You should not release invasive species into the wild. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Amen! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Which brings me to the next point...Release site selection. You have to pick a place to release the animal. Is it a natural 
habitat for that animal? is it appropriate? Safe? 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And then consider timing...time of day, the weather, the season. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There are different release techniques...soft releases include supplemental feeding and some monitoring of animals after 
they are released. Hard releases mean the animals is set free on it its own! 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And Dr. Miller and Diane talked about post-release monitoring a bit more, and why it can be so important to wildlife 
rehabilitation. 

 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Post-release monitoring can mean tagging or banding animals, using telemetry devices, or simply visual identifying and 

recognizing a unique patient. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
By following these animals after their release, we can improve our rehabilitation techniques and better understand the 
effects of our efforts. 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... lots of 4's and 5's. Very informative, and someone said they wished they had taken this class earlier [in their 
rehab career]! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There was one more class on Saturday. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
The BIGGEST class at the conference! [Maybe taught by the tiniest person?] This was so big, we did some last-minute 
arranging and split the class into two sections -- lab and lecture. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The last session was Triage and Initial Stabilization: The First Steps toward Treatment led by our very own Dr. Kristin 
Britton! 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
This lecture and lab provided an overview of how to perform initial patient assessments through physical examinations. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, I almost forgot! 
 

 

 
 
                 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ta-da! 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The lab portion of the class enabled participants to acquire the basic skills of fracture stabilization. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The first point that Dr. Kristin made was that when you receive a patient, you should look for the ABCs- Airway, Breathing, 
and Circulation. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Just like human CPR. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
When it comes to circulation, birds tolerate acute blood loss better than mammals. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She also talks about ocular lesions. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ocular lesions can be a big problem for mammals and raptors. It alone can prevent them from being released. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
But if you remember back to Amanda’s class on owl eyes...... 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Anyone remember? 
 

 
Comment From VA Kris 
Sure do...that was a great class  

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY  
Sorta it's been awhile 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Owls can survive with just one good eye since they mostly use hearing when hunting. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Another interesting tidbit I learned was about turtle shell fractures. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
When repairing turtle shell fractures and as you are spraying/dribbling the shell fracture site, and you see bubbles emerge, 
the fracture has reached the lungs and that is bad news. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
During the lab Dr. Kristin provided everyone already dead patients for everyone to practice with performing exams, 
wrapping bandages, and more! 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
survey says ... great reviews! Someone said, "My favorite event. Love the hands-on interaction" 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Are you all as tired as we were after Saturday classes were over? 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I was beat! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
But we woke up bright and early for classes again on Sunday! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Totally beat. But not too beat for more dinner and networking! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh yes, yummy food and good company for dinner! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
and ... sorry ... 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
forgot I had these! I meant to intersperse them. Erica Miller and Dianne Nickerson being fabulous ... 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh yay! That's Dr. Miller to the left and Diane on the right. 
 

 
Comment From Guest  
Sounds like lots of fun and very informative.  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV 
And Laura Simon teaching her class! 
 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC 
sounds like great classes!!  

 
Comment From Janeinstpetefl 
What valuable info was shared! Great!  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So the next day we had 10 classes. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And Dr. Rich! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Okay, Sunday, go! 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Haha ok! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
While I was excited about all of the classes that were offered at the conference, I was particularly interested in was Nicci 
Wright’s class on Wildlife Rehabilitation, African Style. 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And you guys already met Nicci! 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Yes, she is lovely! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She is going to be at the Gala too! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think Nicci was particularly pleased to see so many people had an interest in her class ... and they really did! Lots of great 
comments, folks just really like seeing wildlife rehab in a different country. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Indeed! 
 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Someone suggested that we have a speaker from a different country each year! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I like that! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Ditto! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Does Dr. Dave count, since he's from Canada? :) 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So most of the cases that she receives are the result of the poaching for the traditional medicine market or superstition. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
One of the most poached animals in South Africa is the pangolin. People either take them as pets (pangolins are cannot be 
kept in captivity and rarely survive even with expert care) or their skins and scales are sold as medicines. 

 
 

 
Courtesy of Nigel J. Dennis 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV 
Meerkats and bush babies are also kidnapped from the wild. Kind of like fawn kidnapping in a way 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Meerkats start off sweet, but then get very aggressive and are strong willed. They have very complex social structures and 
can be difficult to rehabilitate. Put a bunch of lone meerkats together and they all think they are the boss. Fights are bound 

to break out. 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Bush babies urinate on their hands and feed to spread their scent and are very active. They are arboreal and leap 
everywhere. As you can imagine, people aren't too fond of urine all over their homes. 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
People also buy Nile Crocodiles thinking they are dwarf crocodiles. Once they start growing, they realize that any species of 
crocodile is not a good pet. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Why you would want a crocodile is beyond me! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Other causes of admission are hit by car, abandoned/orphaned, or even poisoned. Aardvarks and Aardwolves eat termites 
exclusively and if pesticides are used, they can become sick and die. 

 
Comment From dj 
Chapin....substitute for a watch dog!  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
yes because it already ate the dog 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
At their center they do not have vets on staff like the Wildlife Center. But bring them to local vets, who care for the animals 
free of charge. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The center is a pretty unique place. Nicci has set up an intensive network with the government and law officials, which 
gives her access to animals that are confiscated through the animal trade 

 
Comment From VA Kris 
...had to look up Aardwolf. What an interesting creature  
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
They are also experts at rehabilitating honey badgers (which are super feisty and difficult to raise) and were the first to ever 
release a black footed cat back into the wild! 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... great reviews! "Interesting and cool to learn about how rehabilitation is done in South Africa" 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Speaking of international wildlife... 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ohh, nice segue-way ... 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The other class on Sunday morning was led by our very own Dr. Kelli Knight and Amber Dedrick...the Center's wildlife 
rehabilitators! 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Both Kelli and Amber are Certified Wildlife Rehabilitators through the International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council’s 
certification program 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
They took a test that is given internationally! Kelli said there were questions about some animals she's never worked 
with...like penguins...on the test. 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
In this class, Kelli and Amber talked about the importance of this certification, since it helps create a standard for wildlife 
rehabilitation. 

 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Although unofficial wildlife rehabilitation has been around forever, it's a relatively young profession. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Since it's new, standards are still being developed. And the standards are different based on your location. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
The CWR is an attempt to get everyone on the same page with our rehabilitation efforts. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
There were a lot of seasoned rehabbers in the audience... 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... "Really inspired me to go for this certification". I think it gave folks something to think about! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And a lot of newbies as well...people who are just getting started in the field. Kelli and Amber talked to the attendees about 
how to get the process started, and then how to keep the certification up to date. 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Like coming to the conference! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yup! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Alright, this time I got to sit on one of Gail Buhl's classes. It was sort of a follow up from her class the day before. Training 
for Rehabilitation! 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Gail again! 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She did an outstanding job and was probably one of my top 3 favorite classes. It reminded me of my animal behavior class I 
took in college. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She focused on operant conditioning. Basically A+B=C like we mentioned before. You make the right thing easy and the 
wrong thing hard. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She said that operant conditioning should be used in rehabilitation if it reduces stress, injury, handling, and reduces time 
caring for an animal. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She also covered the differences between negative and positive reinforcement. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Negative is not punishment, but removing or subtracting something from the situation. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
In rehabilitation, hunger is negative reinforcement. Interestingly an animal will do just enough to avoid the event so it has a 
limited effect. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Positive reinforcement is adding something to the situation or environment. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Using positive reinforcement leads to a larger work amount. An animal will work harder for what it wants. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So with enrichment, one should slowly introduce to the animal so that it will encourage the animals to interact and engage. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Lots of great info! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... of course, quite popular! Someone said, "I could attend a two-day conference just taught by Gail!" 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Diane Nickerson was doing a talk at the same time... 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
her class was called The Fostering Alternative. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oooooh, popular subject. And Diane makes it sound so easy! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It's a really fascinating topic, and she really covered a lot of information. She answered a lot of questions people have about 
how they can appropriately use surrogates or fosters for their patients. 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Baby animals take up a lot of time, resources, and energy. If you can pawn those babies off on a surrogate, do it! That's 
what Diane says. 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And all sorts, right? 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She gave some really great insights on how you can make a foster situation work, whether it's with a non-releasable animal 
(like Papa GHO at the Center...our non-releasable Great Horned Owl who fosters GHOW babies)...or finding a wild parent 

willing to take in the babies. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
All sorts. She even talks about getting mama deer to take on a new baby! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Birds and mammals! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I LOVE this kind of info. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Not just for what it is, but because I've been to conferences years ago, where someone said that does will not take on 
another doe's baby. Like, they just don't adopt them like that. 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, Diane is just magical like that. She did all the hard work for us, testing out situations and approaches. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And within the past ... I'd say four years, there's been a LOT more of these kind of talks -- with tons of anecdotal evidence 
that says otherwise! 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Just more proof that you have to keep up with the continuing education -- because things change as we ALL keep learning! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And we're so thankful for people who put in the effort to help us learn! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... great reviews! "Helpful and practical, presented in a fun, engaging manner". 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The next class kind of goes along with what we were just talking about. It was The Reuniting Alternative. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
In sort of keeping with the theme! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Anne Miller focused on providing basic tools for making good decisions about reuniting birds and mammals of many 
different species, and above all to encouraging wildlife rehabilitators to make reuniting a top priority. 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Anne Miller is yet ANOTHER big name in the field. She's been around for decades and has done SO many amazing things, 
particularly with reuniting raptors. 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She has SO many fascinating stories. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Exactly! She talked about how thankfully re-nesting has increased from 49% to 67% in raptors. Re-nesting has proven to be 
more successful in the long run. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
First and foremost one needs to know the natural history of the bird or animal and what exactly happened in the situation. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
For example, vultures are social birds and young must be introduced to the group by an adult to be accepted (as well as 
protected). Vultures also rely on their parents for months. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Many birds have asynchronous hatching, which means not all the eggs hatch at the same time. Siblicide can result from this 
trend. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
You need to act quickly. Many adult birds will re-nest if the young are not returned quickly. If the nest is destroyed, you 
can use a laundry basket as a replacement in the same or nearby tree. 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
She mentioned you can play back the calls of the babies to encourage the parents to return and re-accept them. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Also you can substitute a healthy baby if there is a sick one you need to care for. Once the sick one is better it can also be 
returned too. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So many ways to help wildlife! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says, "Anne's love of wildlife shines through in her talk!" and "one of the best" 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Simultaneously, Karen Bailey was talking about disease in raccoons! 
 

 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Karen is the founder of the Kentucky Wildlife Center. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Her talk focused on a lot of technical information about the management of disease in raccoons...particularly parvo and 
distemper. 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
whew, she CRAMMED their heads full of info! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She did! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
And she REALLY knows her stuff. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Tons of info ... I think folks wanted it to be longer! They talked about the class being a "short" time ... but it was 90 mins 
long! 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And side note: On Saturday, a researcher came up from SCWDS (Southwestern Cooperative Wildlife Disease Study in GA) to 
draw blood samples for a study he is doing on rehabbers and raccoons and baylis ascaris (raccoon roundworm). I think next 

year, he is going to come and talk! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Raccoons, although adorable, can be little vectors of disease. And they can be "suburban" animals, which means they are 
well adapted to human-populated areas. And they can potentially come in contact with our domestic animals, like dogs, 

who can be impacted by diseases they carry. And Karen spent a good amount of time explaining how we can prevent disease 
spreading by implementing certain protocols. 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Raccoons can be a hot topic, don't you think, Amanda? 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes indeed. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
survey says ... the raccoon folks appreciated all of the info! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Lunch time! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
AND 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Then we had lunch and it was yummy. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I ate A LOT of baked ziti... 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
AND door prize time! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Door prizes! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
So many good prizes. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
That was a scary time... 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Some people REALLY wanted to win. 
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And 20 lucky winners got fun prizes. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
and THEN ... afternoon classes! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Sorry I was so excited about this class! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Who was up then? Anyone we know? 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Dr. Dave! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh, that guy. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Our Dr. Dave gave a talk on the results of an eleven-year retrospective study on cat-associated wildlife patient admissions 
to the Wildlife Center of Virginia 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Talk about a hot topic! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
SO IMPORTANT. 
 

 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
An emotionally-charged one too. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
He also with discussed new studies and articles that have been published on the impact of free-ranging domestic cats on 
wildlife. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
In summary cats are one of the top 100 invasive species and cause more deaths than any other source of human generated 
mortality not including habitat loss, etc. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Deaths for small mammals and birds 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Outdoor cats are trouble! 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
And how! One of the studies Dr. Dave discussed was one in Athens. Cats were outfitted with video collars and the results 
showed that 300,000 wild animals are killed per year by cats!!!! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
While one may think that their cat never kills, 75% of prey items are not seen by owners and will kill even if they are well 
fed. They won’t eat their kill, but just leave it. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Also even if a cat is not hunting, they still have effects. 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
When a cat is present, we see a decrease in feeding trips by bird parents to their nests (drops by 1/3), which causes a 40% 
decrease in nestling growth rate. 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That's sad. 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
It really is :( 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Cats can also spread disease like toxoplasmosis and can come into contact with rabies vector species and can have health 
issues. 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I'm also sad I missed sitting through this class. That is really an interesting tidbit of info (the bird feeding trips!) 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So in the long run, it is better for the birds, the environment, your cat, and human health to keep your cat indoors. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... Despite the possible controversial nature of this talk ... great reviews! Several "I had no idea" comments too, 
and folks are really excited to learn more when the paper comes out. 

 
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And, as usual ... people wanted MORE time for Dr. Dave. They just can't get enough. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
While Dr. Dave was talking about cats...I was learning about turtles! 
 

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY 
I don't know about anyone else, but I would have had a really hard time deciding which session to attend.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
this was the session where I heard that a couple of times "don't put cats vs. turtles!" That's my favorite type of complaint! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
This was possibly my favorite class. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
TURTLES! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
JD Kleopfer is a herpetologist from the VDGIF. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
He is really funny...and he knows so much about turtles. 
 

 

 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
That was my first time meeting him. He's super nice! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Well, he knows so much about reptiles and amphibians in general. But he talked about Virginia turtles for this class. I 
learned a lot! 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
He talked to us about the natural history of some Virginia turtles. And he talked about Wood Turtles a lot, which are one of 
my favorite kinds of turtle. 

 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It was awesome. And Dr. Rich and I sat in on the class together...and he's a big turtle buff as well. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Tremendous class! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
survey says ... awesome! Many comments on how funny he is. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
"really educational ... one of my favorites this year" 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
He really was very funny. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whew, we're almost done with the conference! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Two more classes! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
My final class was with Dr. Jamie Reaser 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Ya'll know Jamie! 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
She'll be at the benefit too! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Her lovely book of poetry was a part of a door prize, right? 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes indeed. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
and you can still buy it! http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/wild-life 
 

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So naturally the class was called Giving Voice: Learning to Speak for Wildlife through Poetry :) 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
In the class we had the opportunity to explore various techniques for finding our 'personal message' within, and sharing it 
with the world. 

 
 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
We did a number of writing exercises and wrote our own poetry. 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... "not what I expected!" I think it was kind of a nice way to relax a little and unwind at the end of a day full of 
lectures. 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I wrote one that shared the message of a monarch butterfly. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Are you going to share it ?? 
 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Do I have to? I'm not much of a poet. 
 

 
 

http://wildlifecenter.org/news_events/news/wild-life
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
OOOOOH. 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I vote yes. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Do you have it? 
 

 
Comment From V WPAV 
Please share  
 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Izzy/Carrie would have loved Jamies class  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Yes, she really would have! 
 

 
 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Okkkkkkk 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Oh my ... 
 

 
Comment From TexasLavender♫ 
YES please share!!! Good afternoon ALL.  
 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Oh my gosh--I knew about the cats killing wildlife, but I never realized that there were stats on the number of reduced trips by 
parents to their nest when cats were around, and never thought about toxoplasmosis  

 
Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
The Monarch's Voice  
Life is beautiful 

It is warm and sweet. 
Be the beauty in this world. 
Be love. 

For all is not what it seems. 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Awww 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Clap, clap, clap 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
:Blushing: 
 

 
Comment From Pat, NJ 
Lovely Chapin.  
 
Comment From V WPA 
Thank you, Chapin.  
 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I think the rest of the class fell asleep ... we'd better finish up this class! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ok! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Last class! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Let's go out with a bang? 
 

 
Comment From Janeinstpetefl 
Is Dr M coming soon?  

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A big one! 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Oh Yes.... 
 
 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
A popular one! 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
By ... 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Dr. Miranda Sadar! 
 
 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Former veterinary fellow at the Wildlife Center. 
 

 
Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It was so cool to meet her! Since I’ve heard so much about Dr. Miranda and her time as the Center’s vet fellow. 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She is a resident at the University of California in Davis…and she gets to work with a lot of exotic and zoo animals. 
 

 
Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Now, I know you guys LOVE Dr. Miranda. And so I think you have that thing that mothers have, where they think their kid is 
wonderful and everything they do is just great. You know? You're biased. 

 
But man ... this was a REALLY good class! Like well over my head, since I'm not a vet, and I don't rehab animals anymore, and so I 
don't deal with meds ... but there was SO SO SO much good feedback. 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Yes, it was a lot of information...and people were so engaged. 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She had to keep stopping to elaborate more, because people literally could not ask enougg questions. They just wanted her to keep 
going. And then they all flocked to her at the end to get even MORE information from her. 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It was great. 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
She talked about the research she is conducting now on proper dosage and usage of antibiotics and pain medications for patients. 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
It can be tricky to figure the right amount of medication to give a patient, and the right type of medication. Dr. Miranda pulled on 
what she learned at the Center and what she’s doing now, to present on this topic. 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
So what did people say about the class?? 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Someone actually gave her a six, on our scale of 1-5 ... and said, "super useful info!" 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
"One of my favorites and most informative" 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Survey says ... "She really knew her meds! Great class!" and "Most helpful, wonderful speaker" 
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Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Very cool! 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Wow....that was all the classes! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And the at-home rehabbers who worked with her when she was here, just loved seeing her again! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Whew! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
PHEW! 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
So much knowledge! 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ok, I'm tired again...can we take another day off? 

 
Comment From Linda in Suffolk, VA 
Sneaking in the classroom and quietly shutting the door behind me. (Sorry I'm late but it was kinda wildlife related.) My rehab 
partner and I have already been practicing the formulas we learned at the conference for calculating medicine doses for one of our 
bird. The whole weekend was an AMAZING, SUPER-FANTASTIC learning opportunity!!!  

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY 
Man, I am exhausted!!!!  

 
Comment From GN  
I think you guys get a 5.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Overall ... GREAT conference! 170 participants ... plus 12 awesome, wonderful, amazing, fantastic speakers ... our record year. 

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

What about the reception Friday night before? Was it fun? 
 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ha! Oh yes, that was fun too! 
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Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Great fun! 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Favorite eval: "Most impressive conference I have ever attended!" 

 

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Woo hoo! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Go WCV! 

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

This is a record year for many things! Whew!  
 
Comment From Pat, NJ 
Phew, you guys must be exhausted cause I know I am. Thank you all for sharing the very successful conference with us.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And of course, hearing nice things from the big-name speakers was wonderful as well. Because you know ... they've been to a lot of 
different conferences! 

 
Comment From Melinda in NC 
Thanks for the great recap!  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Thanks for tuning in! 

 
Comment From V WPA 
Wow! Loved this discussion. So much info. Would have loved to attend in person. Thank you so much for sharing and Chapin, for 
your poem.  

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Next year!!!!!! 

 
                         ๏  ๏) ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  

Clap Clap calp! Brava! Well done!  
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Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
I don't have a date set yet, though I like that weekend in November (2nd weekend) 

 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
And I want to figure out how to expand a bit! 

 
Comment From Lois - Bath, NY 
I am seriously thinking about next year.  

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Do it!! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
Its an awesome event 

Amanda Nicholson, WCV:  
Well gang, I'm signing off ... catch you all later! Thanks for tuning in! 

 

Chapin Hardy, WCV:  
I'm going to duck out as well. Later y'all! 

 
Comment From David in VA. 
Thank you all for the wonderful recap of events. It does sound awesome.  

 
Comment From Barb in SD 
How in the world did rehabbers decide which class to attend?? They ALL sounded great! Great job, WCV!  

 
Comment From dj 
I missed some of your recap (work got in the way)...I'll have to scroll back. You will archive this, right?  

 
Comment From Lydia, PA ʕ•ᴥ•ʔ  
Well, Lois I will go with ya! I have to learn alot, will be getting close to retirement by next year :)  

 
Comment From Guest 
Maybe the speakers will return in the future.  

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
I think one or two already have plans to return! That would be great. But we like variety as well. 

 
Comment From APK in FL 
Wow! Great conference summary! Thank you Amanda, Raina, and Chapin!!!  
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Comment From Kathryn in MI  
Thanks so much for telling us about the conference. Sounds like a job very well done!  

Raina Krasner, WCV:  
Ok...heading out! Thanks so much for joining us to recap the wonderful 18th annual Call of the Wild Conference.  

 

 

 

 

  


